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| NOTICE. prejudices and long-established abuses? “‘ To uphold old consti- 
The Subscribers to the Jewish CHRONICLE are informed, that || tutions,” says Burke, “ you must repair them; but if they are 
Mr. M. H. Bresstavu has. resumed the Editorship of this || decayed beyond repair, pull. them down;” and it ‘is almost 
Journal; the misunderstanding between himself and the Pro- || impossible to pull down such immense structures, as those which 
prietor having been cleared up to the entire satisfaction of both || crafty diplomacy, aided by the influence of office and wealth, has 
parties. upheld for so many centuries, without some trifling aceident or 
| other—trifling, in comparison with the gigantic and sublime end 


to which the events must ultimateiy lead, i! 
Living therefore now as eye-witnesses to the great and in- 


No period of ancient.and modern history has verified the maxim || vincible power of kndéwledge, and moreover, suffering as we Wl 
that “ knowledge is power ” so palpably and so irresistibly as that English Jews yet do from exclusion, not only from the Legisla- “W 
in which we now live. The dominions of “ knowledge ’”’ take an | ture, but from other less ambitious and more popular rights,* our Ta 
immensely wide range, and its provinces and principalities are as || great aim should be “ popular instruction,” the spreading of know- 
innumerable as its depth is fathomless. Its field is unlimited, its | ledge —not only of commerce and trade, but of the great science 
seed is endless, its branches are unbounded, and its fruits are in- || of man’s dignity—his moral and religious duties ;. and in that 
§ exhaustible. There is knowledge of the arts and sciences; there || branch, however we excel in the former, of the latter we are 
isknowledge of trade and commerce; there is knowledge of |) deplorably deficient. | a. | 
history and literature, secular and sacred ; but the knowledge of If a Jew is elected by a constituency, no matter where, to sit 
hitman nature and its rights, and the consequent appreciation of || in Parliament, the enemies of religious freedom naturally seek to 
oir hereditary dignity—freedom of conscience, exceeds all the || invalidate the election. If heis immensely rich, Lord Ellenborough 
Other branches in extent and vitality, We do not at all exagge- || and Mr. Newdegate will say money has bought the seat; others 
fate when we say, the “ knowledge of man’s own worth” is the || will say, it is his great commercial influence and the dependance of 
root whence all the above-named branches spring, and the stem || less opulent firms on the elected one. All these objections fall to 
which supports and nourishes them. It contains the moisture the ground, however, when aman is chosen of limited means, cele- 
and the sap which is indispensably required to their thriving, |} brated not for the great balance at his bankers, not for the director- 
their growth, and fruitfulness. ship and proprietorship of a dozen banks and public companies, but 
lt was the knowledge of man’s own worth and birth-right, || for superior talents and eloquence, which must command applause 
Which has wrung from despotic rulers free constitutions; which |} and admiration even from the most bigoted and violent, opponents, 
wrested from the grasping hands of mercenary ministers of state, || Neither Dr. Hirsch, the Chief Rabbi, who sits in the Hungarian | 
liberties and privileges, which it has been their interest to stifle || Diet, nor Dr. Mannheimer, whois a member of the, German 
aid to crush; and had despotism been allowed to continue its || Parliament, nor any of the Jews who. have acquired. senatorial 1 
Sway, its insatiable cravings would have ultimately extinguished || honours, are possessed of wealth ; it is their transcendant know- it 
iie just claims of the people, by throwing off its popular mask, || ledge which cleared the rugged path to honour of all .prejudices 
and making liberty of conscience a dead letter. The great || and obstacles; and even before the revolution, the Prussian, Diet 
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pAuthor of knowledge— He in whom all knowledge is centered— |} admitted the claims of the Jews, as Herr von Beckerath stated, . 
willed it otherwise ; and absolutism in its various shapes, has jj on account of their excellence and superiority in knowledge. il 
reteived a blow from the invincible arm of human dignity, from But it is not only for the attainment of civil power that we i 
Which it never will and never can recover. urge popular instruction and the dissemination of knowledge, but a 


That this’ vindication of human rights which recently has ||} for the attainment of that power which virtue and morality 
shaken aiid still shakes. the thrones of rulers and princes, has || confer upon their possessor, 5) kw 1 
N carried to extremes, leading to most deplorable scenes — The moral improvement of the lower classes, whose ignorance ia 
that even in these sacred battles for liberty and justice, there || is deplorable, would be eminently advanced by popular ‘instruc- 4 % } 
tg combatants, who, under the pretext of fighting for the || tion. But, alas! how deficient are we Jews of England in this | 
allowed cause, and the common boon, were-mean and degraded |} respect. The lectures in our metropolitan congregations are, 
eibugh to aim at aggrandisement, at spoliation and se/f in its |} «like angels’ visits, few and far between.” Some of the Syna-. 
nous and avaricious aspirations—no one, who is the least |} gogues so rarely, and so irregularly, enjoy this visit, that the 
equainted with human nature can wonder at. ‘Was there ever || members look upon it as an aecident.. Only the.excommiunicated — 
Beuversal work accomplished without heavy sacrifices? Was.|| Synagogue forms a cheering exception. Somie of the provincial 
Bee ever a great public good achieved without some mishaps || Synagogues, as Liverpool and Birmingham, are more fortunate. 
a accidents ? , 1s not the whole cup,of human life, if ever || But is it not most surprising, that in London, whereten thousand 
pe: full of salvation, mixed with anguish and sorrow ? Is not the || Jews at least reside, there should be but one lecturer for five 
fs “ature of man’s birth anticipated by pain and travail? How | Synagogues? It cannot be want of means, as a few hundred 
sep, oppressed — man’s second birth — should be achieved without 
calamitous occurrences attending the up-rooting of deep-set || 


* A Jew cannot, under the present statutes, fill an office in the excise, om: 
account of the oath. 
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pounds a year would pay for two or three lecturers. It cannot 
be want of popular desire to hear sermons, for whoever notices 
the deep attention paid to the Reverend the Chief Rabbi's 
discourses, notwithstanding his deficiency in English accentuation, 
whoever notices the manner in which the audience “ drink in” 
his exhortations, must-be convinced that the Jewish people lan- 
guish for pulpit instruction. What then is the cause? The 
want of able lecturers; or, in one word, the want of talent and 
knowledge. It is heart-rending to reflect, that ten thousand 
Jews, which number we have in London, cannot produce more 
than three lecturers.+ 

It is lack of instruction, of properly training our youth in the 
path of knowledge, which is the root of the evil. A native of 
this country never has a proper opportunity of penetrating into 
the recesses of Jewish literature, and of drinking from the inex- 
haustible source of its living waters. He learns the beauties of 
our “ Fathers” from the garbled translations of professional 
bunglers; he begs the scraps and patches of the sublime works, 
abounding with moral and scientific information, but cannot climb 
up to the volume itself. The aphorisms, the instructive fables, 
the sublime philosophy, the deep researches of Jewish treasures, 
are sealed books to most of them ; but few of them have ever an 
opportunity of making more than a mere entrance into the ex- 
tensive field, the cultivation of which would put us in possession 
of so great an amount of useful knowledge. 

Feeling deeply and painfully impressed that, until we shall 
have popular instruction and useful knowledge, we shall not have 
_ power, we earnestly appeal to our brethren to reflect on this great 


desideratum, and endeavour to supply it; for it is not on bread 


alone. that man lives, but on all that cometh out of the mouth 
of the Lord; and it is the knowledge of our own literature and 
of our own dignity, of our own rights and of our own duties, 
that cometh from the mouth of the Lord. 

How eloquently is this truth illustrated by a Lecture of Dr. 
Salomon, which we have transferred to our columnsin this Number, 
and to which we direct the attention of our Jewish and Christian 
readers. Its sublime teaching, and its moral instruction, cannot 
be spread too far. Such is, indeed, popular instruction, and such 
we require every Sabbath in every Synagogue. 

Following up these remarks, we shall, as far as lies in the 
limited space of the Jewish CHRONICLE, endeavour to contri- 
bute our mite to popular instruction. We shall, every week, 


devote a portion of our columns to the Scriptural lesson of © 


the ensuing Sabbath, with comments and illustrations, selected 
from our great national works, “‘ The Midrash,” ‘‘ The Talmud,” 
€ Jarchi,” “ Abarbanel,” ‘“‘ Aben Ezra,” and other Jewish lumi- 
naries. We commence the task this week ; and if our readers 
should derive benefit therefrom, and enjoy the mental entertain- 
ment which such instructive and pleasing information affords, our 
object will be attained, in having contributed to the augmentation 
of the power which knowledge confers. | 


A CALL FROM THE LORD HEARD THROUGH THE 
EVENTS OF THE PRESENT TIME. 


A Lecture To Jews anp CurisTIANs, By Dr. GoLTHOLD 
SALOMON, oF HAMBURGH. 


As it occurs in the lives of individuals and families, that a quiet and 
regular course, which has lasted for years, is suddenly and boisterously 
interrupted by events which disturb our ease and comfort, shaking the 
stability of the house, and causing a complete transformation of all 
former arrangements, thus it happens in the lives of states and nations. 
They also otten “ drag their slow length along” through years, decen- 
niums, and centuries, undisturbed and uninterrupted, till, swiftly and 
suddenly, things come to pass which frighten them out of their deep 


a t Dr. Adler, Rabbi Aaron Levy, and the Rev. H. A. Henry. Mr. Asher 


has discontinued his lecture at the Great Synagogue Hall; why, we know 
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slumber, with startling measures, actions, and organic changes, which 
the boldest imaginations dared not to forebode. 

That these few sentences embrace the Graat Present—that the 
point to the history of one of the great parts of the universe—that 
they pronounce the fate of civilised Europe—lI need not further ex. 
plain, Who is there, that calls himself MAN, and still remains up- 
moved by the events of the wonderful six months which have just 
elapsed — so wonderful, indeed, that nothing can appear a wonder after 
them? Who is there among us, upon whom God has bestowed a 
reflecting mind, who has not pondered, or does not ponder, on those 
events, on their effects, and on their consequences ? 

“ The times are a Bible, too!” I say to you; for in the times, and 
through the times, God speaks to man. ‘The times are a Holy Writ, 
too, inscribed in letters of fire, and the events therein are the portions, 
the chapters, and the verses, in that sacred Scripture. And as man, 
the Jew in particular, is commanded, “ This book of the law shall not 
depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night: for then shalt thou make thy way prosperous, and thou shalt 
have good success” (Joshua i.8), so ought he to make the Time, 
and its contents, the subject of his study and meditations, that he may 
understand the Divine call through the great Present, that he may 
appreciate it and profit thereby. | 

But the Bible itself—the Holy Bible—points to that call of the 
times. The Prophet Jeremiah, who likewise lived in wonderful times, 
which were, nevertheless, disregarded by the great men of his age, 
thus exclaims, ‘ Yea, the stork in the heavens knoweth her appointed 
time; and the turtle, and the crane, and the swallow, observe the time 
of their coming ; but my people know not the judgment of the Lord! 
How then ‘do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the Lord is with us?” 
(Jer. viii. 7,8). . | 

A remarkable passage this! Who can employ a more forcible 
emphasis in appealing for a respond to the call of the times? Animals 
of the brute creation, says the Prophet, as the stork, the crane, and 
the swallow, hearken to the soft rustling of the wings of time, are 
sensible of the milder and warmer weather, follow its beaconing, and 
come. What! and my people should allow itself to be put to shame 
by these dumb creatures? What! man alone should turn a deaf ear 
to God’s call, and yet boast, that he belongs to the wise, and under- 
stands the Divine instructions? Are not the times also an instruction, 
or, to use the words of the text, a “ judgment of the Lord”? No; 
man cannot be dumb when God calls; he cannot hesitate when God 
hurries; he cannot remain behind when God hastens on; he cannot 
close his eyes when God reveals himself to him; he cannot turn away 
his head when God his Father will lay his hands on it to bless him. 
In a word, the Jew cannot allow the great and eventful times, every 
day of which is pregnant with a great history, to escape without 
reflection, study, and deep meditation — without appreciating its great 
lessons, and practically applying them for the benefit of himself and 
his fellow-men! | | 

Recent events show us— | 

1; How the Jew views and judges them, even before it is ascertained 

what they may produce and effect. : 

2. On what the Jew founds his better hopes and prospects. 

3. To what speech and action they stimulate him and urge on him 

as his duties. 

1. What judgment does the Jew pass on a time like the present—a 


time in which thrones are shaking and crowns tottering —a time in 


which the people elevate themselves, and kings tremble and confess 
their errors, their blunders, and their mismanagements — a time in which 
structures, that for centuries were kept up artificially, are tumbling 
fast and making room for new ones, which, in their sudden rise, appear 
as if they were called up from the earth’s bosom by a spell—a time 
in which institutions that grew and ‘‘ greyed” with centuries, and laws 
that seemed indispensable to life, are suspended by a stroke of the pen, 
and as suddenly superseded by other and more suitable ones — how 1s 
a time like this, we ask, considered by the Jew, even before its fruits 
are ripe, or even appear to human sight ? $e, 

I speak from facts, when I reply, “ That the Jew considers it as 
atime which demands sacrifices, but which also compensates for them, 
leading, as it does, to blessing and salvation. 

The higher and sublimer goods of life (of course, I exclude money 
from them), such as, Light — Truth —Justice — Peace — Liberty of 
Speech, of the Press, and of Action, never were, and never can be, — 
acquired without great sacrifices. Ask the history of nations, and tt 
will corrokérate this idea; without pain and pangs Time has never 
borne any thing great. Thousands and myriads had to moisten the 
earth with their blood before heavenly seed sprouted thereout and 
thrived thereon. And who knows this sad fact better than the Jew? 

In order to overthrow the mischief-begetting and the darkness- 
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spreading idolatrous altars, and to place on the throne the pure, true, 
and <eny faith in the One Sore Gop—in order to proclaim to 
the world the primitive source of all that is great and sublime, our 
fathers and mothers had to make the dearest sacrifices, the most 
dificult self-denials. Innumerable men and women, youths and 
maidens, even children in their tenderest age, all mounted joyfully the 
burning stake, and became Prirsts and Sacririces at once. And 
why should not we also bring sacrifices to the Truth of truths — to 
the belief in the only One God? fy one sole doctrine we may pro- 
cure for ourselves all the rights and privileges which, even in our own 
father-land, are to this day withheld from us. But, no; the truth is 
dearer to us, therefore we do not compromise and barter it away; our 
religion is sacred to us, therefore we do not change it; the voice of our 
conscience is the voice of God, therefore we do not disregard it; love 
to our brother God has implanted in our hearts, therefore we do not 
destroy it. ‘Thus we offer the dearest sacrifices to those higher quali- 
fications, in which we feel our reward and our blessing; and thus will 
our times also compensate for the sacrifices which the present times 
demand ; the blood which has flowed, and the tears which have been 
shed, must lead to salvation and bliss. Thus the Jew considers the 
times in which we live. With the royal Psalmist, he says to the King 
of kings, “‘ In thy hand are my times” (Psa. xxxi.16). God is the 
Lord of the times! And, as in his book the hours and days of every 
individual man were written, ‘* when as yet there was none of them” 
(Psa. cxxxix. 16), so are the centuries of nations inscribed in His book 
ere they are yet begotten. 

Thus hath the Lord, three decenniums pust, ordained a time through 
which he dictated to the rulers, as well as to the people, great and 
salutary laws; showing to the former their duties and to the latter 
their rights. But the rulers and the people have either forgotten these 
laws, or misunderstood and abused them. Therefore, the Great Ruler of 
the Universe has again sent His seraph on earth ; He again deputes His 
angels—the times—replete with wonderful events, which call to the 
princes and potentates, “ Be wise now, O ve kings: be instructed, ve 
judges of the earth!” (Psa. ii.10). And the people are exhorted by 
the same prophetic times, “ The stork in the heavens knoweth her 
appointed time; and the turtle, and the crane, and the swallow, 
observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judg- 
' ment of the Lord. How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the 
Lord is with us?” 7 

No, my friends; times like ours are not the work of chance, of 
blind fate; they are the instructing messengers sent by God, accredited 
by God, “ Who changeth the times and the seasons, who removes kings 
and setteth up kings” (Dan. ii..21). 

2. How does the Jew found on them his hopes and prospects ? 

Whatever is vouchsafed to mankind by his Seers and Prophets 
cannot, and must not, remain unfulfilled. Now, remember a remark- 
able prophecy of Isaiah, ‘“* Behold, I create a new heaven and a new 
earth!” (Ixv.17). ‘There is great depth in this prophecy. — 

What, let me ask, has, for hundreds and thousands of years, divided 
the ‘nations, distracted, disturbed, and dissolved them? History 
replies, “‘ The incorrect, visionary, and false notions and views which 
prevailed among them concerning ‘ Heaven,’ ‘ God,’ ‘ Religion,’ 
: Church,’ and ‘ Divine worship,’ concerning super-earthly and super- 
bodily things —the perversion of the noblest and sublimest truths. 

hese ever were, and still are, the venomous springs of, hatred, of 
malice, of persecution, and of cruel wars. But despair not; light 
conquers darkness, and truth defeats falsehood: ‘ And the earth shall 
be full of knowledge as the waters cover the sea’ (Isa.xi.9). More 
- than ever, louder than ever, and stronger than ever, shall it be pro- 

nounced, taught, and preached (and, mind, it is the rulers as well as 
the people who have taken upon themselves the offices of preacher and 
instructor), ‘ That having all.one Father, and being all members of 
one society, no matter of what tongue, or what nation, we ought all to 
equally instructed, equally cultivated, equally treated, and have 
me rights and claims secured which alone are conducive to peace 
oud happiness, and which were withheld and oppressed and stifled by 
ignorance and barbarity.” 
_» Ifthat sermon is understood, Israel cannot go away empty. For never 
Pronounced the people their coutempt and detestation of tyranny and 
slavery in stronger terms than they recently did; never felt nations the 
ete of servility deeper and keener than recently ; never was the 
oa of man, independent of church and creed, acknowledged and 
ored with greater inspiration than now; never was the love of 
pha and attachment to the native land manifested more enthu- 
; never was the world more deeply impressed 
countries can only thrive when all the inhabitants 
anima y @ common interest, and by a common spirit, than in 
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our days. And where all labour with heart and soul for the common 
good, there Israel’s strength, Israel’s will, and Israel’s love of country, 
put in the scale, cannot be lightly estimated: and the heads and rulers 
of the people can do nothing better than to cultivate this union and 
fraternity and make it a reality. This it is on which the Israelite 
grounds his better hopes and prospects in the eventful times in which 
we now live. 

In this manner does the Jew evince his patriotism. When, thirty- 
five years since, foreign invaders and despotic rulers were ejected and 
conquered, were not our fathers and our sons amidst the ranks of 
the valorous combatants? Did not our fathers and our sons assist in 
the victorious battles then fought? Did they not respond unanimously 
to the call of the times? Did they remain behind, because they were 
Jews? History replies, “ No.” Thus much we learn from the past! 
And now let us read the history of the present. Have not our brethren 
in yonder residences of emperors and kings nobly offered their best 
blood on the shrine of constitutional freedom? And are they not 
entitled to a due share in the benefits bought by the sacrifice of what was 
dearest upon earth? And when all chains fall, is Israel to remain in 
fetters ? When all hearts rejoice and feast in the dearly purchased liberty, 
is Israel to groan under oppression? Are Israel’s blood and tears alone 
to be shed in vain? No, my friends, it cannot be. Woe to those 
who: now, when all Europe sits in judgment, when God himself 
thunders forth ‘“ Liberty and equality,” when the flashes of His 
lightning dispel tyranny and despotism, still disregard this mighty 
voice, and dare to attempt a re-actionary step, with a view to trample 
again upon people’s consciences. But no, Israelites; the law which 
our Divine Teacher laid down, more than three thousand years since, 
as a national law, “ One law and one right shall be for you, and for the 
stranger that sojourneth with you; for you and the non-Israelite are alike 
before God”? (Numb. xv. 16), cannot be disregarded by the professors 
of a religion, which they term a religion of charity and love, The 
fundamental principle of our own faith, in which all other by-laws are 
concentrated, is, ** Thou shalt love thy neigbbour as thyself” (Lev. ix. 
18); ‘* The stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one 
born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself” (Lev. ix.34). 
This is the germ of our sacred creed—one God and one right, and one 
love for all mankind! This basis of our religion, it is true, Christians 
have also adopted for their basis; you find it in their Scriptures, it is. 
taught in their schools, it is preached in their churches. Nay, more; 
our Christian brethren even maintain, that charity and love, according 
to their interpretation, is of a deeper depth, of a wider range, and of a 
loftier sublimity, than our own, They maintain that, if one were to 
speak with the tongue of an angel, if one were to hold forth with the 
voice of a prophet, if one were to give all he possessed to the poor, if 


one had the firmest*faith and died a martyr for it, unless he had in his 


heart that general love of mankind, he is accounted nothing before 
God; and the most euphonious words, and the most eloquent speeches, 
had no value before God without love (1 Cor. xiii.) But of what avail 
are all these heavenly doctrines, if they remain but a dead letter? Of 
what benefit are they, if they remain confined within the Bible and the 
Catechism? Do they live? Have they passed into life? Has that 
love been adopted as a general truth? Is it practised in its full sense 
—to be long-suffering and amiable, not to be vindictive and malicious, 
not to be selfish and mercenary, to indulge, to hope, and to confide ? 
That, till now, that love has not become a reality, millions of our 
brethren, alas! can testify. Liberal England has not yet acknowledged 
it. The hereditary legislature shirked it, and the chiefs of the Church, 
the bishops, prevent it. But the Lord has called again, through the 
times, ** Let there be light,’? and there will be light! ; 

3. How does the Israelite speak and act in these eventful times? 

The word and the sword once contended for the preference, which of 
the two had achieved the greatest triumphs in the world. The word 
beat the sword. This is no fable, my friends; it is a truth—it is an 
historical fact. The word, spoken in its proper time, has effected the 
most salutary changes in the hearts and souls of individuals, in houses 
and families, and also in states and nations. The word was always, 
spiritually speaking, the Ex1sau, who anticipated the Messiah, Itisa 
dangerous instrument: life and death often depend upon it; but the 
Jew has, during recent events, employed it for the protection of inno- 
cence, for the rélief of the oppressed, and for the weal of mankind. 
He does not allow it to be fetteged by self-consideration ; he considers, 
he hesitates, but where it is neéded he speaks out. In the assembly of 


legistators he advocates the cause of his constituents—-Jews and 


Christians alike. Through the now unchained press, he spreads the 
words of truth, to which princes bow and monarchs pay homage. 
Persevere in your rights, Jews, and tremble not. Ma&rk the signs of 
the times; for “ the stork in the heavens knoweth her appointed time ; 
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and the turtle, and the crane, and the swallow, observe the time of | 


their coming :” why should you, my people, not know “ the judgment 


of the Lord” ? 


Nor is the Jew, in action, behind his Christian brethren. Where 
the battle is the fiercest, you find him fighting for his rights; and where 
the fire is the hottest he faces it bravely. He is conscious of the 
sacrifice, and the fire is the sacred flame which consumes it. For, 
remember, he bleeds not for transient wealth and perishable goods, 
but for the eternal right of man, for the light of knowledge and civi- 


lisation, for the immortal treasure of his soul’s freedom, for salvation 
and bliss. 


THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, 


_ From even unto even shall ye celebrate your Sabbath,” the 
Divine Legislator commanded us. This evening, therefore, 
ushers in the most awful of days, the Sabbath of Sabbaths, dis- 


tinguished by three characteristics; it is, according to the Mosaic | 


dispensation — 
A day of rest, 
A day of afflicting the soul, and 
A day of atonement. 


It would at first appear, that there is an incongruity in the two 
characteristics, “‘ A day of rest,” and ‘A day of affliction.” The 
great Jewish Bard and Prophet, Isaiah, however, illustrates these 
characteristics, and reconciles the apparent inconsistency, in that 
most memorable of prophecies, in that most magniloquent, yet 
simple, chapter, which forms a portion of to-morrow’s ritual. 
Would to God, that, instead of wasting the sacred hours of 
that day, every minute of which is pregnant with melancholy 
recollections of past glory, with awful meditations on the present, 
and with fears and hopes of the future; instead of reciting 
poetical compositions with our lips, and our hearts knowing 


nothing thereof; instead of repeating tedious and astrological 


ideas, forcign to the spirit of enlightenment and to the importance 


‘of the day— would to God that, instead of all this profanation of 


the hallowed and valuable hours, we could read and translate 
this great chapter of Isaiah, this prophetic and soul-inspiring 


sermon, and explain its awful lessons to our wealthier and more — 


fortunate brethren, who form an erroneous opinion as to the 
import of “affliction of the soul,” and of the nature and prospects 
of the atonement which the Lord in His mercy vouchsafed to us. 


“ Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice 
Like a trumpet, show my people their transgression, 
And the house of Jacob their sin.” 


The Lord thus deputes the Prophet to his nation, to “ Cry 


aloud, and not to spare,” to pay no regard to office, wealth, title, 
or influence ; but like the sound of a trumpet, which comes with 


equal force upon poor and rich, small and great, should the words 
of the preacher penetrate into the hearts of the audience. 


But the people who imagine that, by the mere abstaining from 
eating or drinking for a day, they “ approach God,” say — 
“ Wherefore have we fasted, and thou seest not? * 

Wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou regardest not ?” 


The Prophet replies — 


‘« Behold, in the day of the fast ye find pleasure, 
And exact all your labours.” 


Here we have a definition of the “ day of rest”: — 


“ Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, 
And to smite with the fist of wickedness. 
Ye shall not fast, as ye do this day, 

To make your voice heard on high.” 


A happy allusion this to the haughty and over-bearing de- 
meanour of some men in the Synagogue; a just denunciation of 
a boisterous and clamorous manner of repeating the prayers. 


“ Ts it such a fast that I have chosen ? 
Is that a day for a man to afflict his soul ?” 
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— 
Here we have the definition of “ the day of afflicting the 
** Ts it to bow down his head as a bulrush, 
And to spread sackcloth and ashes?” 


An emphatic deprecation of outward meekness and inward pride, 


‘ Wilt thou call this a fast, 
And an acceptable day to the Lord? 
Behold, this is the fast that I have chosen.” 


_ Then we have a definition of “the day of atonement,” by 
what means we can procure forgiveness of our sins :— 


“ To loose the bands of oppression, 
To undo the heavy burdens, 
To let the fettered go free, 
And to break every yoke !” 


Having thus defined the duties of mental and spiritual relief, 
the divine messenger elucidates the duties of temporal relief: — 


“ It is to deal thy bread to the hungry, 

To bring the outcast poor to thy house, 
‘When thou seekest the naked to cover him, 
And not to hide thyself from thine own flesh.” 


This language is so simple, and vet so sublime, that commen: 
would mar its powerful effect. Having in these divine terms — 
illustrated the proper means of acquiring atonement, he con. 
tinues : — 

“ Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, 
And thine health shall speedily spring forth ; 
Thy righteousness shall go before thee, 

_ And the glory of the Lord shall be thy rearward.” 


It is only by such rest, and by such afiliction, that we may 
hope for the light we seek. If we desire relief from civil oppres- 
sion, we must first loosen the bands of oppression in our own 
community; if we require amelioration of our own condition in 
general, we must not neglect opportunities of affording conso- 
lation and comfort individually. | 


‘‘ Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer ; 
Thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here am I.” 


Let us remember these divine injunctions on the Fast and after 


the Fast, and we shall be cleansed from all our sins before the 
Lord our God. | 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


EXTREME DESTITUTION OF THE JEws IN THE Hoty LAND.— 
There is reason to apprehend that the Jewish community generally, 
in the Holy Land, are already beginning to feel the effects of the 
disturbed state of the Continent, in the falling off of their usual 
contributions. Many families whom I have latterly attended are 
in the greatest destitution, and are literally more in want of bread 
than medicine. The destitution will become more and more gene 
ral as the sources of subsistence fail, and I cannot but anticipate. 
a degree of misery, such as we have not yet witnessed among the 
Jewish population. — Correspondence in the Jewish Intelligencer 


JERUSALEM.— RUMOURED APPROACH OF THE CHOLERA. 
A report has reached us here that the Asiatic Cholera has reached 
Antioch, whither it has travelled from Constantinople. It 1s by 
no means improbable that the report may be well founded, but in 
the absence of official intelligence we may hope that cases of 
ordinary Cholera Morbus may have been mistaken for the Asiatic 
Epidemic. Many severe cases of the former disease have occu 
in my own practice during the course of the present season. 
There is at present much sickness in Jerusalem. The most pre — 
valent diseases are ague, continued fever, and dysentery. 
cases that I have met with have been aggravated by inadequate 
means of nourishment, and want of proper attention in nursing 
‘Ibid. i 
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_Ricn Jews ALLOWED TO IN Ertancen.—We have 
often had occasion to complain of the cruel and unjust treatment 
which the Jews have suffered, in countries where Christianity has 
been mixed up with the traditions and superstitions of the Rowan 
and Greek Churches. But we must not forget, that many who 
have been better instructed, have come very far short of their 
duty towards the house of Israel. Very slow and very unwilling 
do some seem to be to listen to the voice of justice and humanity, 
to say nothing of the higher claims of religious obligation. Thus, 


up to the present time, no Jew has been allowed to reside in the 


Protestant town of Erlangen. That town was distinguished for 
learning and education, for its University and its various insti- 
tutions, but the advantage of dwelling within its limits was a 
privilege too great for any of the sons of Abraham according 
tothe flesh to aspire to. Recently, however, with a niggardly 
caution, which shows how very hardly ancient prejudices are 
overcome, permission has been granted to Jews to live in Erlan- 
gen, in those cases where the proposed inhabitant possesses pro- 
erty to the amount of 20,000 gilders, and purchases a house in 
which to dwelt,—Ibid. 


Smyrna.— RAVAGES OF THE CHOLERA.— GENERAL PANIc. 
—In my, last, I mentioned that the Cholera had broken out, and 
that a few. cases had been reported. Since that period, however, 
that dreadful pestilence has been increasing, and has. now been 
raging with great virulence, especially in the Jewish and Turkish 
quarters of the town.. The appearance of this once commercial 
and populous place is now wretched and gloomy in the extreme. 
The opinion given out by medical men, that Cholera is contagious, 
or infectious, has spread a universal panic, and has tended to 
increase the misery and wretchedness tenfold. 


sands of them have fled to the neighbouring villages, or to the 
Greek Islands. Almost all the shops are closed, and there 
are whole streets in which the houses are deserted. In our 
neighbourhood, in which several] cases of Cholera have occurred, 
the most complete silence reigns; nearly all our neighbours, rich 
and poor, have fled. Awful and melancholy beyond description 
is the state of this wretched town at present ! — Jbid. 


YOUTHS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 


A Meeting was held on Sunday, the 24th ultimo, at No. 26, 


Mr. J. M. Myers, President, in the chair. 


The minutes of the last General Meeting having been confirmed, 
a Balance Sheet was submitted for adoption of the members, 
showing a balance in hand of £24 7s. 11d., after paying all 
demands on the funds. 

The President then in a brief, but neat speech, congratulated 
the honorary officers of the past year, on the success which had 
attended their efforts, and the happy results of which there is 
ample proof; many young men having come forward at their 
meetings, who had been assisted by this Society, and thanking the 
Committee for their assistance, at the same time stating, that they 
Were in consequence, in a fair way of obtaining a respectable 
livelihood. 

The balance-sheet having been adopted, the laws of the Society 
as revised by a Sub-Committee, were submitted to the meeting, 
and confirmed ; after which, an election of honorary officers for 
the ensuing year took place, and the following gentlemen were 
duly elected. 

_ President—Mr. J. M. Myers. 
Vice-President.— Mr. Alfred Cohen. 
Treasurer.—Mr. Leon Pyke. 
Honorary Secretary.—Mr. Lewis H. Isaacs. 
Committee-men.— Messrs. E. A. Isaacs, E. M. Myers, Leon 


carci ery Isaacs, Lewis Myers, I. Rosenberg, and E. A, 


Franks, Greeks, 
_ Jews, Turks, and Armenians have all taken the alarm, and thou-, |. 


Auditors.—-Messrs, S. Abraham, J. Cantor, and I. Isaacs. 
Committee of Enquiry relative to character, ete. of Applicants.— 
Messrs. J. M. Myers, L. H. Isaacs, and Leon Isaacs. 


The officers elect having returned thanks,— _ 

It was unanimously resolved amidst great applause, ‘“‘ That the 
thanks of the meeting are deservedly due to Mr. Jonas M. Myers, 
for his valuable services and impartial conduct during the two 
years of his Presidency, and they take this opportunity to testify 
their approbation of the manner in which he has conducted the 
affairs of the society.” 

Mr. Myers, in reply, said, that he felt greatly honoured and 
highly flattered by the kind and unanimous vote of thanks which 
had just been passed, and assured the Committee, that so long as 
they would work with him, he would use his best endeavours to 
benefit the Society, | 

A unanimous vote of thanks was then passed to Mr, E. M. Myers, 
for his indefatigable services as Honorary Secretary to the Society 
during the last three years; to which that gentleman replied in 
suitable terms, and assured the Committee, that although he had 
resigned the post of Secretary, not having the time on hand 
necessary for so important an office, still he would use all possible 
means to co-operate with them in carrying out the object of the 
Society, namely, “‘ To provide Jewish youths with such means, as 
may enable them to obtain an honest livelihood.” 

Thanks having been voted to the Chairman, who duly ac- 
knowledged the same, meeting was dissolved. 


Mecuanics’ ATHENEZUM (JEWISH AND GENERAL).—The 
third quarterly meeting of the above Institution took place on 
Monday evening, the 25th ultimo, to receive the Treasurer's and 
Secretary's Report, | 
fenteny Mr. M. Mosss, President, in the Chair. 

Mr. Henry Solomons, Honorary Secretary, read the Report of 
the progress of the Institution, congratulating the members on its 
position as a Mutual-I[nstruction Society. He then informed the 
members that several talented gentlemen had offered to lecture 
gratuitously, among whom were Apsley Pellatt, Esq.; P. H. 
Hatch, Esq.; Goodwyn Barmby, Esq.; W.J. Linton, Esq.; and 
John Robinson, Esq. Votes of thanks were proposed to the . 
Teachers ; to the Editor of the ‘‘ Jewish Chronicle;” to Dr. | 
Bowring, M.P., for a donation of thirty-seven volumes of books ; 


| to Moses Levy, Esq.; and to Z. A. Jessel, Esq. -The Report 


was then put to the meeting, and unanimously adopted. Mr. 
E, M. Myers proposed a vote of thanks, which was seconded 
by Mr. R. Bruce, to Mr. Henry Solomon, the Honorary Secre- 
tary, for his indefatigable services to the Institution since its 
foundation, and the untiring zeal displayed by him in the dis- 
charge of his onerous duties. Mr. H. Solomon briefly thanked 
the meeting for the compliment paid to him; his best reward 
would be in the prosperity of the Institution. A vote of thanks 
to the President and Committee was carried amidst applause. 
Mr. M. Moses, in returning thanks, called upon the members 
present to exert themselves among their acquaintance, and 
induce those who had not yet joined to avail themselves of the 
advantages offered at this Institution, for three halfpence per . 
week ; viz., comfortable Reading-rooms, supplied with the daily, 
weekly, and evening papers, periodicals, etc.: a Library; Classes 
for the Study of various branches of Education ; Lectures, etc. 
Having set forth the advantages of the Institution, he might 
truly say, there was no other Institution of its kind in London 
offering so many advantages to working men at so small a 
charge. The meeting then separated. 


Jews’ AND GENERAL LITERARY AND ScientTiFic Institu- 
TION. — On Sunday last, a deputation consisting of Hananel De 
Castro, Esq. president, I. L. Miers, Esq. vice-president,'and attended 
by Mr. M.S. Oppenheim, secretary, waited on the Rev. Dr. Adler, 
at his residence in Crosby Square, for the purpose Of soliciting 
the Rev. Gentleman to grace with his presence the ensuing public 
meeting and conversazione of the above institution. We are 
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gratified in being enabled to state, that the Rev. the Chief Rabbi 
acceded to the wish of the deputation, and also promised to take 
part in the conversazione. | 


Tue Cuter Rassi’s Discourses.— On Saturday last, being 
maiw naw (Sabbath of Penitence), the Rey. Dr. Adler delivered 
a sermon in the morning, at the Duke’s Place Synagogue. The text 
was, “Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation 
not desired; before the decree bring forth, before the day pass 
as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, 
before the day of the Lord’s anger come upon you. Seek ye the 
Lord all the meek of the earth, which have wrought his judg- 
ment ; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be 
hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.” — Zeph. chap. ii. 1, 2, 3. 
In the afternoon he delivered a Talmudical discourse at the Beth 
Hamedrash (Rabbinical College). Both discourses were nume- 
rously attended. ‘The former seemed to make a deep impression 
on the crowded audience. 


TESTIMONIAL TO CouNCILLOR BARNETT. — We had an op- 
portunity of inspecting, at the establishment of Mr. Horton, gold 
and silversmith, High-street, a magnificent silver tea and coffee 
service, intended for presentation to Mr. David Barnett, by the 
members of the Hebrew persuasion in Birmingham, It consists 
altogether of five pieces, including a massive and elegant salver, 
which bears the following inscription :—‘‘ This salver, together 
with a tea and coffee service, was presented to David Barnett, Esq., 
Town Councillor, by the Hebrews of Birmingham, as a token of 
affectionate regard, and in recognition of his manifold and emi- 
nent services in the cause of his people; 5609.” Each of the 
pieces bears an inscription to a similar effect. The service is in 
the octagon Elizabethan style, richly engraved to correspond, 
and the whole has a quaint, antique, and fine effect. We under- 
stand that this valuable testimonial, which will cost upwards of 
15Q/., will, be presented to Mr, Barnett on the 8th proximo.— 
Birmingham Journal. 


BRIGHTON CONGREGATION.—On the Penitential Sabbath, . 


the Rev. M. B. Levy delivered a most excellent discourse, which 
was highly appreciated by a numerous congregation, among 
whom were some of the most influential members of the Jewish 
faith from London. ‘The Reverend gentleman entered into a 
critical examination of repentance, and proceeded to descant, in 
an eloquent manner, on the merciful institution of the Penitential 
Days—to prepare erring man to appreciate the great day, when 
sinners humble themselves before an’ offended Deity, and seek 
His pardon. He then explained the manner in which this pre- 
paration should be made, by most apposite quotations from the 
miaaom nai, and concluded with a most graphic description of 
the career and death-bed scenes of a good, and of a bad, man. 
Finally, reeapitulating the obligation upon Israelites, not to trifle 
with the boon of reconeiliation so mercifully offered in the insti- 
tution of the 11p2 01 (Day of Atonement ).— Communicated. 


ImportANT Discoveries.— We are always glad to remark 
on any improvement, particularly when effected by our co-reli- 
gionists ; and we know of few more practically useful to the arts 
and manufactures than some that have been brought under our 
notice in the following extract from the Birmingham Journal : — 
IN Evectro-PLatinc.—We were not aware, until 
a few days ago, that, in addition to the important invention of plating 
by electricity, a process whereby a bright surface could at once be 


obtained had also been discovered, and is at present in use in the 


establishments of the Messrs. Elkington and Co., and the Messrs. Rat- 
cliffe and Co. By the old process, the metal. after having been plated, 


- has a dull surface, that requires the application of polishing tools to 


give it lustre and smoothness. ‘The invention to which we refer at 
once deposits a bright surface, and, as a necessary consequence, the 


grain of the inetal is closer, and of course more durable. The merit of | 


the discovery is due to Messrs. Lyons and Millward, who are also the 
inventors of a new method of engraving, the chief peculiarity of which 
is a great saving of labour, and consequent cheapness of production.” 

In addition to the above, we may remark, that these very im- 
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of Holy 


comfort to the penitent. 


| enjoy perfectly equal rights. | 
| the Jews were never branded with exclusion; nay, if history) 


portant inventions, and in particular that last-mentioned, promise 
to be highly useful to the Calico-printer, Potter, Decoratiy, 
Paper-maker, and, in fact, to most manufacturers in any way con. 
nected with Engraving, Block-printing, or the Fine Arts gene. 
rally. Indeed, the properties of this discovery are as yet but 
scarcely developed, and seem likely to produce a complete reyo. 
lution in many businesses connected with designing and plating, 
as Mr. Lyons is still engaged-in pursuing his researches on this 
interesting and useful subject. 


COMMENTARY AND TRANSLATION OF EccLESIASTES.—Rabb; 
Abraham Belais, of the Portuguese Synagogue, has just com. 
pleted a commentary and translation of that most difficult book of 
Holy Seripture, Ecclesiastes. The venerable author has favoured 
us with a perusal of the MS., which abounds in research and 
erudition. There,is considerable ingenuity and originality in his 
treatment of the subject, and in the reconciliation of the apparent 
contradictions in which Ecclesiastes, more than any other book 
Writ, abounds. His Emendations on the English 
‘“ Authorised" version are in excellent taste, and we wish the 
author success in carrying the work through the press. 


TALMUDICAL ALLEGORY.—SuN AND Moon.—From the 
council of the Eternal proceeded the voice of creation. Two 
great lights shall shine forth from the heavenly firmament as 
Rulers of the earth, managers of the great wheel of time. He 
spoke and it was. Up rose the sun, the first light. As a bride- 
groom coming out of his chamber, as the hero rejoices to run the 
victorious race, he stood there, clad m godly splendour. A 
wreath of variegated flowers crowned his head. The earth lit up 
with joy; the herbs became fragrant, and the flowers spread a 
sweet odour. = . 

Envious appeared the other light, seeing that it could not 
excel the brilliant luminary. ‘ What” murmured he to himself, 
‘two rulers on one throne; why am | to be the second and not 
the first ?”’ And suddenly, dispelled by inward grief vanished 
this beautiful light. Away it flew, in the far air, and became an 
immense host of stars. | 

Pale as death now stood Luna, covered with shame before the 
heavenly host, and wept, “ Mercy, O Father of creation, mercy!” 

And the angel of God stood before the dark one, and said, 
** Because thou hast envied the light of the sun, thou shalt shine 
only from his lustre, and when yonder earth steps befere you, 
thou shalt become half, or wholly, obscured, as now. 

‘Yet, child of error, weep not. The merciful Father has 
pardoned thy fault, and turned it to good. Go,” said he, “ speak 
Be thou also a ruler. The tears of thy 
repentance will be a balm, refreshing the languishing, and ani- 
mating with renewed vigour all that faint under the sun’s power- 
ful rays.”” 

Luna was then wrapped in that lustre in which she still shines, 
and was consoled. She then proceeded on her quiet path, which 
she still treads —the queen of night, the guide of the stars. 

Daughter of Beauty, beware of envy! Envy has thrust angels 
from heaven. Envy has darkened the splendour of night, and 
obscured the beautiful moon. 


THE MOST ANCIENT REPUBLIC. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—In this republican time of ours, it may not be altogether 
uninteresting to call the attention of your readers to the most 
ancient republic — that which has firmly stood its ground from the 
time of its establishment, and which the tide of. rolling ages will 
be unable to sweep away from the face of the earth—the Republic 
of Letters. The constitution of this republic acknowledges 00 
privileged class; all ranks, nations, and religious professiois; 
It is one of the few states where 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
« | | 
| 
4 
a“ 
| 
+ 
| 
| 


>» 


JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


politics, moral philosophy, legislation, and architecture, can give 
any claim to the citizenship of that state, the Jews must be 
allowed to be its most ancient citizens—the Pentateuch combin- 
ing all the sciences we have mentioned. This republic is at 


perpetual war with the countries of darkness and ignorance; it | 


sometimes produces great heroes, who are always victorious. 
These heroes, with an unequalled disinterestedness, do not 

uire any monuments, their exploits being monuments im- 
perishable, as the Talmud observes, mwas pw 
Monuments are needless for the righteous, 
their words ensure their memory.” 

From the time of the first of these heroes— Moses — down to 
the present day, the nation of the Jews has brought forth many 
individuals who have figured as great men in the above republic ; 
and though their monuments are, to the greater part, extant, yet, 
through the length of time, the inscriptions have faded in many, 
and may soon become unintelligible. It is, therefore, a highly 
meritorious work to restore those fading inscriptions, and to 
render them durable for coming generations; while, on the other 
hand, it would be an unpardonable indifference, entirely to neglect 
those testimonies of our national glory. — 

It is with this view that I have undertaken the republication 
of the work, “ Jesod Olam,” in order to saye from oblivion the 
memorial of one of these heroes, Rabbi Isaac Israeli. However 
indifferent the British Jews are in general to the resuscitation of 
literary productions, yet | must confess that I have been greatly 
cheered on in my undertaking by the noble and generous liberality 
shown to me by that renowned philanthropist, Sir Moses Monte- 
fiore, who. not only testified his regard for Jewish literature by 
accepting the dedication of the work, but has also tendered a very 


liberal support, accompanied by words worthy of his great name. ~ 


To contrast with this, [ must mention a circumstance which 
will, to a great degree, prove the complaints I expressed in my 
former letter to be perfectly just. I have had the opportunity 
of comparing with the text, from which my new edition of the 
“ Jesod Olam” is taken, a Manuscript in the British Museum, 
which [ find to be a most interesting copy. In the first instance, 
I find a great many variations from the text of my edition, from 
which fact it may be inferred, that the work has been frequently 
revised and corrected by the author; which inference gains 
probability, when we consider, that, from the first appearance 
of the work, in the year 1310, up to the death of the author, 
_ More than thirty years passed, so that he had ample time for 
making additions and alterations, to which he may easily have 
been induced, seeing that the book met with extraordinary 
Success. 

Secondly, the Manuscript I allude to is written with such 
elegance, correctness, and punctuality, that I am inclined to 
think it was written by the author’s own hand. 

This valuable work, which, in my opinion, is equal in value to 
an original of Raphael, and for which I would give as high a 
price as is paid for those paintings, if | had the means—this 
vatuable work was formerly in the possession of the late Professor 
‘urwitz, and, at the public auction of his library, was sold for — 
six shillings.* 
_ Hoping that, ere long, something may be done towards elevat- 
ing Jewish literature in this country, 

I remain, Sir, yours, etc., — 
: B. GOLDBERG. 


_ London, Sept. 25, 1848. 


ai It is also a remarkable, and by no means creditable, fact, that this 
uable library of Professor Hurwitz was allowed to be brought under 
ad hammer by a wealthy relative of the Professor. He did not, however, 
Joy @ penny of the proceeds of the sale, as Mr. Evans, the auctioneer, 
> ae after bankrupt, and had “ forgotten’’ to pay the money over 
thileee ‘ the principal heir to the property. Would not Mr. S., who has 
eld ; S to’ spare, have done better by presenting the Jewish works at 
canes Sussex Hall, or to the Mechanics’ Atheneum, orto some other 
ir a nstitution ? Whence are our Jewish’ libraries to be supplied, if 
sents it man sells his father-in-law’s library by auction, and another pre- 
to a Corporation more celebrated for its relish for white bait, than 

rare and ancient literary productions. | : 


| 


YARMOUTH SYNAGOGUE. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—I shall esteem it a favour if you will communicate to 
your numerous readers that Mr. D. L. Cohen has been elected 
Warden, and Mr. Isaac Mordecai, Honorary Secretary, to our 
Synagogue. A vote of thanks was given to both these gentle- 
men for their past services in that capacity. We also beg to 
tender our thanks to our new Rabbi (Mr. Cohen) for the talented 
manner in which he conducted the services for the holidays, and 
for two lectures he gave on the occasion. 

I beg to remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
MricHaet MITCHELL, 
On behalf of the Committee. 
Great Yarmouth Synagogue Vestry, Oct. 3, 1848. 


REVIEW. 


The History of the Jews of Spain and Portugal, from the Earliest 

Times to their Final Expulsion from those kingdoms, and their 

_ subsequent Dispersion. By E. H: Lindo, Author of “ The Jewish 

Calendar,” and Translator of “ The Conciliator” of R. Ma- 

nasseh ben Israel. Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans, 
Paternoster-row, London. 


An historical work, written by one of our co-religionists, is, 
in itself, a rarity in this country, where the number of Jewish 
writers is so very limited. That the volume before us is. an 
interesting one, is obvious from its very title. There is no 
country in Europe in which the Jews had ever acquired such 
importance, both with respect to their political station and their 
literary productions, as in Spain and Portugal. 
hand, the vicissitudes of fortune which ‘the Jewish inhabitants of 
these countries experienced, the cruel persecutions to which they 


were at times subjected, and the circumstances attending their 


final expulsion from the Iberian peninsula, make a perusal of 
their history highly interesting. 

_ Although a great deal of information respecting the Jews in 
the Peninsula has been afforded by various authors of Jewish 
History, as Milman, Jost, Basnage, etc., we have not hitherto 
possessed so complete and unprejudiced a work on that important 
history as Mr. Lindo’s volume constitutes. For it must be re- 
membered, that there are lurking prejudices in the minds of 
Christian historians which now and then, spite of their avowed 


liberality and impartiality, have involuntarily crept into their 


connection of events; nor can it be expected otherwise. History 
in general, and Jewish history in particular, is so interwoven with 
religious considerations, that the comments of the historian on the 
facts, and his selection of authorities, must partake of his religious 
pre-conceptions. Mr. Lindo, however, has most and 
most impartially confined himself to the facts a } authenticated. 
We are also indebted to his volume for some information entirely 
original, and for some not generally extant; such, for instance, as 
is contained in the Appendix. The account of the Synagogue of 
Toledo, and Fac-simile of the inscription therein, is instructive 
and interesting. 


From other works of asimilar description, this is also distinguished 


by many particulars, which other authors had either not the . 


opportunity, or not th® inclination, for obtaining. We have only 
room for the following few extracts, which we have selected out 
of the many striking incidents contained in the work :— 


R. Isaac al Fez—- so denominated from being a native of that king- 
dom. Persecution and jealousy induced him, at the advanced age of 
seventy-five, to quit his native country for Cordova, Joining its 
academy, he taught and lectured on the Talmud. He formed an 
abridgement of it, omitting those laws that were only obligatory in the 
Holy Land. It is much esteemed, and termed the Litue Talmud; it is 
frequently consulted at the present day. : : 
Synagogue for some years, he retired to Lucena, where he died at the 
age of ninety in 1103. A severe quarrel had taken place between him 
and R. Isaac ben Giath, who died in 1089., The latter on his death- 


bed, when his voice was scarcely audible, called his son, R. Baruch, 


On the other 
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and said to him, “ Go to R. Isaac al Fez, and tell him, I am leaving 
this world for the next, and sincerely forgive him all the harsh expres- 
sions, whether by writing or verbally, that he has made use of against 
me, and beg he will also pardon me. He will instruct thee. Remain 


with him; for I know he will do thee mach good, and teach thee with. 


all his heart. After my funeral, go to Lucena, and tell him all I have 
desired thee.” When R, Isaac al Fez heard this, he rent his garments 
and wept. After being consoled, he said to him, “As thy father 
(blessed be his memory) is dead, I will be a father to thee, and thou 
shalt be my son; remain in my house until I have taught thee the 
whole 'Talmud.’’—Pages 54, 55. 

Peter, surnamed the Cruel, was only sixteen years of age when he 
succeeded his father in 1350. At the recommendation of Don Juan 
Alphonso de Albuquerque, he appointed Don Samuel Levi to be his 
high treasurer. He became a great favourite with the king, who par- 
ticularly favoured the Jews. ..... In the early part of this reign Don 
Samvel obtained permission to build another Synagogue at Toledo, 
which he erected at his private expense, and furnished it with many 
gold and silver ornaments. It was completed in 1357. It is unrivalled 
in the world, and is considered one of the finest architectural monu- 
ments of that age in Spain. The Hebrew, Gothic, and Moorish art 
combine to render it matchless. The beams of the roof are of cedar 
from Lebanon. Immediately under it is a green band, having the 
eighty-fourth Psalm in large Hebrew characters, in white cement, 
running round it, Beneath that is a wide band of beautiful arabesque- 
work, interspersed with flowers and fruit, the vine predominating; its 
broad foliage and tendrils being here and there lost, then again appear- 
ing, running through the whole, excites admiration at the fine taste and 
infinite labour of the artist. Below this again are Hebrew inscriptions 
in relief. Pieces have fallen off some of the letters, otherwise it is in 
tolerable good preservation. On each side of a recess at the east end, 
where the books of the law were kept, are six lines of Hebrew, sur- 
mounted with a beautiful arabesque.— Pages 147, 149. 

In conclusion, we express our hope that the volume before 
us will be received by our co-religionist, as a national work, and 
as a monument of Jewish glory and religious zeal under the direst 
persecutions ; as such, it is entitled to a place in the library of 
every Israelite who has a heart to sympathise with the sufferings 
of our fathers, and'a mind to appreciate the sacrifices offeicd by 
them on the shrine of their immutable faith. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


To ApvVErTisers. — In consequence of the ensuing Holidays, the next 
No. of the JEwisH CHRONICLE will be published on WEDNESDAY, instead 
of THUrspAY EVENING. Advertisements must therefore be sent not 
later than TUESDaY EVENING. 

R., Brighton, will please to give name and address confidentially, and it shall 
be inserted in our next. 


Just Published, 


NON | 


HE WAY OF FAITH; or, THE ABRIDGED BIBLE: 


containing selections from all the Books of Holy Writ, by Dr. M. 
BiipiInGER. Illustrated with Coloured Maps. 
German Edition, by Davip Asner, Specially sanctioned by the Rev. Dr. 
ApLER, Chief Rabbi of the United Congregations of the British Empire. 
intended for the use of Jewish Schools and Families. 

“* Let faith first be strengthened by the Word of God; let the youthful 
mind first acquire a knowledge of God, and a love for the good, by an 
intimate acquaintance with the biblical facts, descriptions, and characters ; 
‘ then only, and not until then, let a systematic instruction in religion suc- 
ceed, and it shall prove as salutary as a vernal shower upon the young 


grass.” —Preface. 
LONDON : 


SAMUEL BAGSTER AND SONS, 15, PATERNOSTER ROW. 
Sold by SoLomoN, 21, Bevis Marks. 


Published, 
In One Volume, 8vo., Price 12s., 


HE HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF SPAIN AND 
_.- PORTUGAL, from the Earliest Times to their final Expulsion from those 
Kingdoms, and their subsequent Dispersion ; with complete Translations of 
all the Laws made respecting them during their long Establishment in the 
Iberian Peninsula. By E. H. Linno, Author of the * Jewish Calendar,” 
and Translator of ‘‘ The Conciliator of R. Manasseh ben Israel.” 
LONDON :—LONGMAN AND CO., PATERNOSTER-ROW, 
And may be had of the Author. 


Translated from the ‘Fifth . 


| 


Crawcour, 132, Minories, London. 


JEWISH -CHRONICLE. 


Western Jewish Girls’ Free School, 
INSTITUTED OCTOBER 15ru, 1846. 


PATRONS : 
His Royal Highness. the Duke of Cambridge. 
“The Reverend the Chief Rabbi. 


PATRONESSES : 
Baroness de Rothschild. 
Lady Montefiore. 
Baroness Lionel de Rothschild. 
And a Visiting Committee of Ladies. 


HE COMMITTEE GIVE NOTICE, that the SECOND PUBLIC 
EXAMINATION of the SCHOOL will take place on MONDAY, 
the 23rd day of OcToBER instant, at 12 o’clock precisely, at the New 
ScHoo. Room, No. 20, Dean street, Soho. 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE 
has signified his intention of occupying the Chair, and distributing the 
Prizes, 

THE REV. THE CHIEF RABBI will address the assembly, and super- 
intend the Examination of the Pupils. 

Tickets of Admission may be had on application to the Treasurer, Henry 
L. KEELING, Esq. Monument Yard, London Bridge ; and of the Srcrerary, 
10, Castle-street, Holborn. 

After the Examination, the Election of Honorary Officers for the ensuing 
year, viz. President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Committee of Manage- 
meut, will take place. 

ELLIS A. DAVIDSON, Secretary, 
Offices of the School, October Ist, 1848. 


THE CHEAPEST IN LONDON. 


I. VALLENTINE, 
132, HOUNDSDITCH, anv 23, STONEY LANE, LONDON, 


Ree most respectfully to inform the Jewish Public, that he has just 

imported a choice parcel of fine o:7Nx and green o'2'79; and from 
more than 50 years’ experience (the business having been carried on by bis 
late Father 57 7m) 49) he can defy competition, and is determined to sell at 
astonishingly low prices, never offered to the public before. He respectfully 
sOlicits early orders, which will be promptly attended to and duly appreci- 
ated. No charge for packages, booking, etc. Fine op7n. 


Ladies’ Academy, May House, Gravesend, 
Likewise Separate Establishment for Young 
Gentiemen, from the ages of 4 to 10. 


RS. and THE MISSES CRAWCOUR beg to announce to the JEWIsH 
ComMMUNITY, that SCHOLASTIC DUTIES will be RESUMED on 

the 29th CcToBEr, 1848, 2nd Heshvon, 5609. 
N. B. All Communications, during the vacation, to be addressed to Mrs. 


Temple Cottage, Ramsgate. 
HE REV. I. H. MYERS lias a vacancy fora PUPIL. The education 
is of the highest order, embracing the Classics, Mathematics, modern 
Languages, and Natural Philosophy. Terms inclusive. — Town address, 
No. 8, St. Mary Axe. ; 


Birmingham and Sheffield Trade. 


O LET, a Shop, etc., in the most desirable part of Houndsditch, 
particularly adapted for the above trade, of which market it is in the 


centre, 
For particulars apply at the Jewish CHRONICLE OrFicE, 24, Houndsditch. 


-£Leon’s Jewish Commercial Boarding and 
BLodging House, 
12, Blackfriars Street, Salford, Manchester. 


RS. L., in returning thanks for the very liberal support she has received 
M for the last four years, begs to intimate to those unacquainted with 


, the Establishment, that the house is situated within two minutes’ walk of 
the Exchange. 


Charges very moderate, and every attention paid. 
N.B.—An Ordinary daily at half-past 


As Nursery Maid. 


HE Advertiser is desirous of procuring a situation as NURSERY MAID, — 
T where there are one, two, or three children, for a young girl of 14 
years of age. She can read, write, and handle her needle, —iA adress. 
Mrs. COHEN, 86, St. John-street, opposite Great Sutton-street, Clerkenwell. 


inted the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Place, 
wall. by of No. 5, West-street, Finsbury-circus, and published 
W. Brittain, 11, Paternoster-row, and may be at the Jewish aot 1 yn 
24 § 132, Houndsditch, in the City of London. | _ Friday, Octo ’ ’ 
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